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THE WORD ON WEALTH
1 Timothy 6:1-10, 17-19

It was a “gift from God.” At least that is the way a Pennsylvania couple saw it when a bank
error put more than $175,000 in their account. According to the Associated Press, the trouble
began last summer when a deposit of $1,772.50 to their bank account showed up as $177,250
— a simple case of a misplaced decimal point. The police say that instead of telling the bank,
the couple withdrew the money, quit their jobs and moved to Florida where they were buying
a house when the error was traced. Now they face trial on felony theft and conspiracy
charges.

A gift from God? An act of divine providence? Not exactly. They should have known
better. And they probably did. Not an example for any of us to follow.

But here is a different kind of story. Kurt Warner, the two-time NFL MVP quarterback of the
Arizona Cardinals, who will play in the Super Bowl next Sunday, started a tradition with his
family they call The Restaurant Game. Here is how it works: The night before he leaves
town for an away game, Warner and his wife Brenda take their seven children out to dinner.
Once the Warner family is seated, one of the kids will scan the restaurant like a quarterback
looking for potential receivers. The kids take turns doing this when they go out. When the
child whose turn it is picks a table, Warner quietly asks the server to add that table’s dinner
tab to his own — anonymously.

The Warners have not forgotten the days before Kurt’s NFL career took off — when he was
working the night shift at a grocery store, and they were receiving food stamps to feed their
family. Now, with their circumstances different, they are experiencing the joy of giving and
the grace of generosity. Says Warner: “We want our kids to grow up knowing that because
of football we are blessed. We never want them to lose sight of what it’s really about. Our
circumstances are not the most important thing. It’s what we do with those circumstances.”

It’s a pretty cool idea, don’t you think? Recognizing their prosperity as a gift from God, the
Warners find ways to share the blessings of their abundance with others. Isn’t that what the
Lord wants us all to do, as He leads and enables us?

I’m a fan of Kurt Warner. He is both an outstanding NFL quarterback and, I believe, a
sincere Christian man. He is a brother in Christ. I hope he plays well in the Super Bowl next
Sunday. Ireally do. But, as I think you may know, I still hope the other team wins.

I’ve given you two examples of wealth and how to handle it — one to emulate and celebrate,
the other to invalidate and repudiate. And I think you know which is which.

With the economy seemingly on everyone’s mind these days, I want to talk with you the next
couple Sundays (today and next Sunday) about wealth and what the Word — God’s Word —



has to say about it. Did you know that there are some 2,000 verses in the Bible (like the
verses we read today from 1 Timothy 6) that deal with the use of money? We won’t look at
all 2,000 today. But I encourage you to be on the lookout for them in your own Bible reading
each day. Pay close attention to what God’s Word says about money and wealth. And take
note of this as well: More than half of the parables Jesus told make some reference to the use
of money. In fact, Jesus talked more about money and possessions, and how we are to view
them and handle them, than just about any other thing.

Why does the Bible talk so much about money? Because our attitude toward money and what
we do with it is a window to our hearts. And because, in one way or another, so much of our
life has to do with money:

How to earn it

How to save it

How to invest it

How to manage it

How to spend it wisely
How to use it to help others

As John Yates has pointed out, we may obsess and worry over money. We may argue about
money. We may become slaves to debt. We may get into deep trouble as a result of our
financial mismanagement or irresponsibility. The need — or desire — for money can lead us
into all kinds of temptation. Paul recognized that the love of money (not money itself but the
love of it) is a root of all kinds of evil (1 Timothy 6:10).

Haddon Robinson says that for every verse in the Bible that tells us of the benefits of wealth,
there are ten that tell us of its dangers, for wealth has a way of binding us to what is physical
and temporal, and blinding us to what is spiritual and eternal. It is a bit, he says, like the fly
and the flypaper. The fly lands on the flypaper and says: “My flypaper.” When the flypaper
says: “My fly,” the fly is dead.

Which leads us to this truth: It is one thing to have money. It is another for money to have
you. When it does, it can kill you.

Dear friends, does money have you? Does the desire for money, the love of money, have you
in its grip?

Proverbs 18:11 says: “The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; they imagine it an
unscalable wall.”

They imagine their wealth to be a fortress that makes them secure. They imagine that their
wealth protects them from trouble or misfortune. They imagine it. They believe it. But they
are wrong. And so are we if we think our money makes us immune to financial trouble.

The problem with prosperity is that it doesn’t last forever. As we have learned during this
economic tsunami which has plunged us into a deep recession, our wealth can be here today



and gone tomorrow. And we can’t take it with us. Paul was echoing the words of Job (Job
1:21) when he said in verse 7: “We brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing
out of it.”

Some of you may have heard this story before about a man who worked hard all his life and
saved as much as he could. He loved money more than anything in life. Just before he died,
he said to his wife: “When I die, I want you to take all my money and put it in the casket with
me. [ want to take it all to the afterlife with me.” For some reason, his wife promised she
would.

At his funeral, just before they closed the casket, the wife put a box in it. Then they closed
the lid and rolled the casket away.

A friend of the wife said to her: “You weren’t foolish enough to put all that money in there
with him, were you?”

She said: “I can’tlie. I promised him I would put the money in the casket with him.”
The friend said: “You mean you really put the money in the casket with him?”
“I sure did,” said the wife. “I wrote him a check.”

You may have a lot, or you may have a little. You may have a lot less than you thought you
had a year ago. But you can’t take it with you. And you can’t count on the wealth you may
have today to be here tomorrow.

Listen to what God’s Word says in Proverbs 23:4-5:

Don’t wear yourself out to get rich...

(In other words, don’t make it your chief end in life.)
Have the wisdom to show restraint.

Cast but a glance at riches and they are gone,

For they will sure sprout wings

And fly off to the sky like an eagle.

In The Message it says:

Don’t wear yourself out trying to get rich;
Restrain yourself!

Riches disappear in the blinking of an eye;
Wealth sprouts wings and flies off

Into the wild blue yonder.

Isn’t that the way it seems — isn’t that the way it is in the world today?



What does it all mean for us? Look at what Paul says to Timothy in verse 17: “Command
those who are rich in this present world (that probably includes every single one of us,
whether we think of ourselves as being rich or not) not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope (where?) in God, who richly provides us
with everything for our enjoyment.”

Here is another way to say it, from The Message again: “Tell those rich in the world’s wealth
(again, that’s us) to quit being so full of themselves and so obsessed with money, which is
here today and gone tomorrow. Tell them to go after God, who piles on all the riches we
could ever manage.”

One of the perils of wealth, one of its pitfalls, is pride. The more money we have, the more
likely we are to think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think (Romans 12:3). The
more we have, the more likely we will be to have an inflated opinion of ourselves. The more
we have, the greater the likelihood that we will congratulate ourselves and take credit for our
wealth. The more we have, the more we will be tempted to think that we are self-sufficient.
That we don’t need “nobody’s help.” Including God’s. So we relegate God to some corner of
our lives. Or we push Him out the door completely.

It is not always that way, thank God. But we need to be reminded regularly of our natural
sinful bent to always want more and to fall prey to pride when God allows us to prosper.

Money is not the root (or even a root) of all kinds of evil, though it does seem to be an
omnipresent factor in our daily life. One wise guy said: “There are many things in life that
are more important than money. And they all cost money.”

The problem is not money. The problem is what we do with it. Or, more precisely, what it
does to us. It is the love of money, the desire for wealth, that gets us into trouble and leads to
all kinds of evil.

The unchecked desire for money leads to the love of money. What is another word for the
love of money? How about “greed”? And greed, contrary to the classic line from the 1980s
film Wall Street, is not good. It is not a virtue. It is not a personality trait that reflects the
character of Christ.

The love of money is seductive. It has a seductive power. Someone (David Augsburger) has
said that money is “the most intoxicating substance known to man.” This world — this nation,
this city — is full of people who have been seduced by it, people who are drunk with the desire
to earn more, to possess more, to spend more, to control more.

How is it with you? What does the Lord see as He looks into your heart today (and mine)?
Are you among those who have fallen prey to the seductive power of money? Has the desire
for wealth compromised — or replaced — your love for Christ? Is the desire to be rich, the
desire for financial security and a certain comfort in your lifestyle, the driving force in your
life?



If it 1s, I humbly ask you to repent and turn (or turn back) to Christ. Surrender your love of
money and material things to the Lord whose love for you is priceless and whose worth can
never be equaled.

If we have been seduced by the insatiable desire for money, the problem as John Wesley
recognized long ago, is not with the money, but with those who desire it and use it. Even
longer ago (much longer ago!), Solomon observed that

Whoever loves money never has money enough;
Whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.
- Ecclesiastes 5:10

Never enough. Never satisfied. That’s the way it is with people whose lives are defined by
the love of money and the perpetual desire for more. And the consequences of living life that
way are anything but desirable from a godly point of view. Take a look at what Paul says in
verses 9 and 10: “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many
foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction... Some people, eager
for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”

What kinds of temptation?

The temptation to love money more than people.

The temptation to make an idol of money.

The temptation to twist or bend or stretch the truth to your advantage.

The temptation to lie.

The temptation to compromise or abandon your values or convictions or beliefs.

What kind of traps?

The trap of thinking it’s OK to sacrifice relationships or neglect commitments for the sake of
the “greater good” of providing more things for your family.

The trap of believing that the measure of your life is defined by the abundance of your
possessions.

What kinds of griefs?
The grief of losing what you cannot get back in order to possess what you cannot keep.
The grief of never being satisfied with what you have, and always wanting more.

Dear friends, do you know the temptation, the trap, the grief of which Paul speaks here?

Give the desires of your heart over to God. Find your hope and satisfaction in Him. Take to
heart Paul’s words in verse 17, and do not put your hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but
put your hope in God, who richly provides us with everything we need.

Before I close today, let me remind you of some important things you probably already know.
First, though He loves us with an unchanging and undying love, it is not God’s highest
purpose or greatest priority to make us happy by filling our lives with material blessings.



Actor Alan Alda, best known for playing the role of “Hawkeye” Pierce in the TV show
M*A*S*H in the 1970s and early 80s, once said: It isn’t necessary to be rich and famous to
be happy. It’s only necessary to be rich.” Wrong. You know as well as I do that the
landscape of life is littered with tons of examples of people who mistakenly thought that
material wealth is the key to happiness. If you’ll pardon my grammar, it just ain’t so!

God is far more concerned with our holiness than He is with our happiness, which is so often
only temporary. Jesus did not come to make us happy. He came to make us holy. Being set
apart by God and for God, and becoming more and more like Him in character through the
gracious work of His Spirit — which is what it means to be holy — results in a far deeper kind
of happiness than all the things in the world could ever bring.

Second, your financial security (and mine) matters to God. But it is not what matters most to
God. His paramount concern is not your financial security but your eternal security — the
security of your soul for eternity through the saving work of His Son on the cross for us. In
other words, it is not your financial bottom line but the bottom line of your relationship to
Him that He cares most about. If your heart is divided between your love for God and your
desire for wealth, it grieves His heart.

Third, your financial freedom is of much less concern to God than your freedom from sin —
not that the two may not be related in some way. God wants us to be free from the power of
sin and guilt in every area of our lives, including freedom from the chokehold of materialism
and the insatiable desire for more and more things.

Beware of the dangers of wealth and its seductive power. Beware of the temptations, traps
and griefs that the love of money can bring into your life. Beware of the pitfalls of pride and

the folly of putting your hope in wealth, which is so fleeting and uncertain.

But put your hope in God. In challenging economic times, in plenty and in want, trust Him
for all you need, and give Him thanks and praise for all He provides.

Lord let it be son in us. Amen.



